Today I want to talk about stuff. Funny things about us as people is that we like to collect stuff.  
I find these images on the internet. <<PPT>>; <<PPT>>

We continue our series on the sermon on the Mt; and in Matthew 6:19-21, Jesus has some some things to say about our human ability to collect stuff. Reading from Matthew 6:19: Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

A few months ago I suggested that we needed to read the sermon on the Mt not as idealistic, but as practical Christianity. I argued that it’s simply not fair to understand the Sermon on the Mt as 2 boxes:
The Old Testament box;  - a set of laws: Do not commit adultery; Eye for an eye, tooth for a tooth; tithe 10%.
And the 2nd box is Jesus  – who tells us not only to not murder, but not to ever look at someone lustfully; 

To not only not get angry, but to turn the other cheek when someone hits you.

And if I’m honest, and if you’re honest –  we are attracted to the opposite sex and when someone hits us, our  gut response is to get angry and hit back. 
And so if we divide the Sermon on the Mt into these 2 boxes: OT and Jesus, then we often decide that this 2nd box, the Jesus simply idealistic, OK for Jesus cos he’s God, but not practical for people today.
But instead of using 2 boxes, I reckon we need to use 3 boxes when we approach the Sermon on the Mt. 

A box called the Law; 

A 2nd box called human reality; 

And 3rd box called practical Christianity.

Three boxes that’ve totally changed the way that I’ve understand the Sermon on the Mount. So let’s apply these 3 boxes to today’s reading
Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth – that the 1st box, the OT Law box.
where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal; that ‘s the 2nd box; Human reality.
Cos it’s so true isn’t it. Buy new stuff and it depreciates. Get a gift and how easy it is to get lost or broken. More stuff you have, the more insurance you need; the more burglar alarms and locks you need.
The 2nd box - human reality – having stuff is stressful.

Which leads to the 3rd box; practical Christianity. versee – 21: But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven … For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
Some financial advice from Jesus. Nothing wrong with stuff.  But what does your stuff say about your heart priorities? What are you investing your treasure in?
Jesus the practical financial adviser; Invest your earthly treasure in stuff that makes God smile. 
And don’t forget how heaven is used in a special way in the Sermon on the Mount.
Think back 11 verses, Lords Prayer; Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

So Jesus is not talking about investing so that heaven has streets paved with gold. Instead, Jesus is talking about investing in God’s will, God’s Kingdom on earth, God’s reign of love and justice.
So I sat down this week and thought of about box 3; this practical Christianity. What does it look like, practically, to invest your treasure in God’s will being done?
Practical 1: Give away a treasure 
I found this suggestion in a book about the sermon on the Mt .  Identify a possession that means a lot to you, something that you would describe as a “treasure.”  Give it away. I reckon that’s what Joseph of Arimathea did when Jesus died. 
We read in Matthew and Mark and John, that when Jesus dies, a man called Joseph of Arimathea, gives Jesus his tomb.  The preparations we make for our death are very personal and very precious. Joseph of Arimathea gives away his tomb.  That’s practical. That shows where your heart is. Give away a treasure.
Practical 2: Rest your eyes.
A sociologist in America in 1998 did a study that looked at how people responded to TV.
  He concluded that if you watch TV, you tend to watch advertisements and you tend to buy what is advertised. He even worked out a monetary value.  He calculated that the people he studied, spent another $208 a year, for every extra hour they watched TV. So, another practical way to invest in God’s Kingdom would be to rest your eyes. Watch less TV.
Practical 3: Commit acts of economic repentance. 
This is what Zaccheus did in Luke 19:1-10. Zacchues has made money collecting taxes.
But no matter how much money he makes, he can’t escape the fact that genetically he’s vertically challenged.  So he climbs a tree so he can see Jesus.
Jesus stops, checks the tree, and tells Zacchues he wants a cup of tea at his place.

And this simple act of human hospitality has a profound impact on Zaccheus.

Verse 8; Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay them back!

An act of economic repentance. Now, I just want to say, that I’ve been doing pastoral visits and having pastoral cups of tea with people for quite a few years. And this has never happened to me. Never, ever, that someone have I offered to visit someone; and they’ve said “Here and now I give half or my possessions to the poor.”
However, I live in hope. I’m free this week. I’ll pastorally visit anyone this week; if you’ll then give away half your possessions. 
And listen to what Jesus does in response to Zaccheus: “Today salvation has come to this house … for the Son of Man came to seek and save the lost.” Now any evangelical who reads their Bible carefully should find this a highly dodgy verse. This man has never said the sinners prayer. Never responded to an altar call.  Never gone down the Roman Road.

And yet Jesus proclaims him saved. Staggering really. Which makes no sense until you come back the Sermon on the Mt; Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven
And isn’t that just what Zaccheus has done. He’s shown by his economic actions where his heart is. His salvation comes, when he says yes, to Jesus economic agenda.

A 3rd way to be practise Christianity.  Commit acts of economic repentance.  Stop buying clothes made in sweatshops in Asia. Support Fair trade coffee. Start saving God’s creation by catching the bus to work.
Give away a treasure; Rest your eyes; Commit acts of economic repentance.

4th. Give to the church.
One of the things that I do as a pastor is invite us as a church to stand for the offerings. It’s a habit.

It’s so much of a habit that the youth group mock me.They were doing charades a few months ago.  Someone had to act “Steve Taylor.”

They scratched their head; 

Stood up and “Please stand” – 
and the whole youth group yelled Steve Taylor.

It’s a habit. And it’s a habit because of what it means; “that the offerings represent all of our lives”; 
So when we give to the church, we’re standing and saying; practically, Christianly; 
We’re taking all of our lives, all of our Monday-Friday, and store up for yourselves treasures in heaven. We’re investing in Gods will being done on earth, as in heaven.
Giving to the church is not OT legalism. Nor is it paying the pastors wages. When we stand, we practicing practical Christianity.  We’re simply showing where our treasure is.  Or are we?
Let me offers some potentially provocative maths equations about Opawa Baptist church offerings.
Equation 1: 3597 divided by (86 times 1321) = 3.2%
3597 is our weekly church offerings over this year.  (Which, by the way, is a 12% increase on last years, building on a 15% increase on the year before.) 
86. Well, Opawa has 140 church members.  Some members live alone, some members live in families. So our 140 members live in 86 households.

1321 is the average income for a household in New Zealand.  Based on Statistics New Zealand
 figures for June 06. They surveyed 15,000 households. Every types. Rural and urban. Retired people live on super through to double income-no kids; solo parents and students through to car salesman. All types of households, from rich to poor. $1321 is the average household income in New Zealand. 

So, if Opawa is average, then currently our giving (3597), equals just over 3% of an average household income.

I present that as a fact. Not as a value judgement. A fact, to place alongside the words of Jesus: Are we, as a church, storing up for yourselves treasures in heaven. 

I know that many of you give not only to the church. Had over $10,000 come in for Judy More. So perhaps my 3% equation is meaningless? Or perhaps it does say something about the health and priorities of our church?
So that’s one potentially provocative maths equation- 3597 divided by (86 times 1321) = 3.2% - It might produce some chat over coffee after the service.

Do you want another one? Fold your arms if you don’t.
86 times 630 = 54,180.

Each year, Helen Clark and her government, in their generosity, offer a tax rebate on charitable donations. In other words, if you give money to a church, Helen gives it back. The rebate is 33% of your giving. The maximum that Helen will give you is $630.

Which, by the way, is 0.5% of the average weekly household income. So that’s the provactive maths equation.
86 Opawa households, if they gave that rebate back to the church, would raise 54,180. To get that rebate, you simply ask the Opawa office for a number. It’s totally confidential. There’s an elaborate system, so complicated I can’t understand it, so that no 1 person at Opawa can ever join together your number, your name, and the amount you give.
So, if 86 Opawa Baptist households claimed that rebate, and returned it to the church; that’s $54,180.

Each year since I arrived I written a letter to all of us suggesting, very politely,

That, Helen’s rebate is based on money you’ve already given. 
You’ve already shown where your treasure is. 
So shouldn’t Helen’s charitable rebate actually return to the church.

Hence the equation: 86 times 630 = 54,180.

And the immediate question is, Steve, what would  you do with another $54,000.

Padded leather seats for the minister’s office,
More expensive morning teas,

If you gave me $54,000 and I’d appoint 3 new part-time staff:

Part-time community social worker – cos based on some of the phone calls I get, the pastoral team need help. There are needs in this community that we struggle to have the time or the professional skills to engage with.
Part-time work pastor – to resource us as missionaries at our workplaces, and to offer Christian vocational guidance to our young people and into our schools

Part-time children’s pastor – to help with our growing Sunday School, and add momentum to things like Koru and light party.

No padded seats for me. Simply invest in people, as part of God’s Kingdom come on earth as in heaven.

Now hear me. Hear me. When you discuss this sermon over coffee, please start where I started. My habit: inviting us to stand around the offerings, because they’re about all of our lives. You give, to show where your treasure.
So there’s no interpreting the Sermon the Mt as 2 boxes;
Box 1 – OT Law – tithe 10%

Box 2 – Jesus says fulfil the law, so offerings are a legalistic tithe. 10%.

You can’t say that. You have to search really hard to find a legalistic 10% in the New Testament.
Instead, I’ve offered you 3 boxes.

Box 1 – Law – Do not store up for yourself treasure on earth
Box 2 – reality – where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal 
Box 3 – practical Christianity: But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven … For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
No legalism. 
<<PPT>> Instead 4 practical suggestions.
Give away a treasure; Rest your eyes; Commit acts of economic repentance; Give to the church.

You see, I think Jesus wants us to be adults, not children around money. I’ve seen to many legalistic Christians argue like children over the legal rules of tithing:
Its’ net. No it’s gross.

Give Helens’ rebate. No, it’s mine.

Not Jesus. He never mentions tithing. He simply asks us each of us the question. What does your spending say about your heart priorities? What are you investing your treasure in?
Lets pray …
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